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COUNTY COUNCIL AS AMENDE
OF
HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND
BILL NO. 95-32, as amended
Introduced by Council President Parrott at the request of the County Executive
Legislative Day No. 95-14 Date May 9, 1995

AN ACT to repeal and re-enact, with amendments, Subsection F, of Section 216-21,
Percolation test, of Article II, Design Standards, of Chapter 216, Sewage Disposal
Systems, Private, of the Harford County Code, as amended, to provide for alternate
septic reserve standards for developing pursuant to the Conservation Development
Standards.

By the Council, May 9, 1995

Introduced, read first time, ordered posted and public hearing scheduled

on: June 6, 1995
at: - 7:00 p.m.
By Order: ({7 7 Tt g , Acting Secretary

PUBLIC HEARING

Having been posted and notice of time and place of hearing and title of Bill having been published according to the

Charter, a public hearing was held on June 6, 1995 | and concluded on, June 6, 1995
-7 7
VI //’f A , Acting Secretary
7
#

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO
EXISTING LAW. [Brackets] indicate matter
deleted from existing law. Underlining indicates
language added to Bill by amendment. Language
lined through indicates matter stricken out of Bill
by amendment.
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Section 1. Be It Enacted By The County Council of Harford County, Maryland that
Subsection F, of Section 216-21, Percolation test, of Article II, Design Standards, of Chapter 216,
Sewage Disposal Systems, Private, of the Harford County Code, as amended, be and it is hereby
repealed and re-enacted with amendments, all to read as follows:

Chapter 216. Sewage Disposal Systems
Article II. Design Standards
Section 216-21. Percolation test.

F. Effluent seepage area requirements. The total seepage area required shall be governed by
the future availability of public sewerage. In the absence of public sanitary facilities and
with favorable soil conditions, the following minimum effluent seepage areas will be required
to be reserved for the use of the initial private waste disposal system and for subsequent
expansion of the system should expansion prove necessary.

Minimum Area of
Lot Reserved for
Waste Disposal

(square feet) Public Sewer Priority
1. 10,000 (original system plus Immediate - 10 years
space for correction)
2. 40,000 (original system plus No planned service

space for 3 or more replace-
ment systems)
3. (CONSERVATION DEVELOPMENT) NO PLANNED SERVICE

MINIMUM AREA MINIMUM EFFECTIVE
RESERVED FOR SIDE WALL ABSORP-
WASTE DISPOSAL PERC RATE*** SLOPE TION AREA

10,000 SQ. FT. 2-10 MIN. <0-15% 6 SQUARE FEET
20,000 SQ. FT. 11-20 MIN. < 15% N/A

30,000 SQ. FT. 21-30 MIN. < 20% N/A

wk* SYSTEM MAY BE APPROVED WITH GREATER THAN 30 MINUTE
RATES PROVIDED THE SYSTEM IS APPROVED BY THE MARYLAND
DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT (MDE) FOR THE SUBDIVISION

OF LAND.
— @:}f.
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THE RESERVE AREA REQUIREMENT INDICATED ABOVE IS THE MINIMUM
WASTE DISPOSAL AREA REQUIRED. THE MINIMUM AREA MAY BE
GREATER IF THE AREA CANNOT SUPPORT THE INITIAL DISPOSAL SYSTEM
AND THREE (3) RECOVERY AREAS. AT THE TIME THE PLAT IS RECORDED,
THE DISPOSAL AREA REQUIRED SHALL BE BASED ON A FOUR (4) BEDROOM
DWELLING. A MINIMUM OF THREE SYSTEMS (INITIAL AND TWO
RECOVERY) OR 10,000 SQ. FT., WHICHEVER IS GREATER, MUST BE
AVAILABLE ON THE LOT.

THE OFF-SITE EASEMENT RESERVE AREA, IF NECESSARY, MUST BE
LOCATED ADJACENT TO THE LOT OR REASONABLY ACCESSIBLE TO THE
LOT FOR WHICH THE EASEMENT IS ESTABLISHED TO SERVE, AND IT MUST
BE SURROUNDED BY A 15 FOOT CONSTRUCTION OR BUFFER EASEMENT.

THE CORNERS OF THE SEPTIC RESERVE AREAS MUST BE STAKED
PRIOR TO PERC TESTING.

A MINIMUM OF FHREE 2 TEST PITS MUST BE DUG IN THE INITIAL
10,000 SQUARE FEET OF RESERVE AREA WHICH IS TO BE ESTABLISHED ON
THE LOT. THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT MAY REQUIRE ADDITIONAL TEST

PITS FOR A SITE TO ASSURE A RELIABLE DETERMINATION OF SUBSURFACE

CONDITIONS. A MINIMUM OF THREE 2 TEST PITS IS REQUIRED IN THE

REMAINDER OR OFF-SITE EASEMENT RESERVE AREA. ALL PERC TEST
HOLES ARE TO BE FIELD LOCATED BY AN ENGINEER/SURVEYOR AND
SUBMITTED ON A SEALED (SIGNED) PLAT.

PRELIMINARY PERC TEST RESULTS WILL BE REQUIRED FOR ALL
MODERATE TO SEVERE RATED SOILS. A MINIMUM OF ONE SATISFACTORY
PRELIMINARY PERC TEST PER RESERVE AREA IS REQUIRED, AS
PERMITTED BY COMAR.
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THE INITIAL SYSTEM SHALL BE INSTALLED ON THE HIGHEST
CONTOUR(S) OF THE DISPOSAL AREA UNLESS AN ALTERNATIVE SITE IS
APPROVED, IN WRITING, BY THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT PRIOR TO
CONSTRUCTION.

NO GRADING IS PERMITTED IN THE SEPTIC RESERVE AREA WITHOUT
WRITTEN APPROVAL OF THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT, AND UNTIL ALL
NECESSARY PERMITS ARE APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
WORKS, SEDIMENT CONTROL DIVISION.

THE REMAINING EANDS LAND MUST HAVE A RESTRICTIVE COVENANT
PLACED UPON IT TO PREVENT ADDITIONAL OR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT.

Section 2. And Be It Further Enacted that this Act shall take effect sixty (60) calendar days from
the date it becomes law.

EFFECTIVE: September 13, 1995
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HARFORD COUNTY BILL NO. 95-32 (as amended)

(Brief Title) Septic Reserve Standards

is herewith submitted to the County Council of Harford County for
enrollment as being the text as finally passed.

CERTIFIED TRUE AND CORRECT ENROL?ED
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Sgcretary of the Council
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BY THE COUNCIL
Read the third time.

Passed: sp 95-21 (July 11, 1995)

Failed of Passage:

By Order
o N:? 7
~ ":x ) 7
Sgcretary
iy
Sealed with the County Seal and presented to the Count% Executive
for approval this _ 13th gay of __ July , 1995 at :00 P,
P 7 .
(}hw% S A
Segretary
BY THE EXECUTIVE

COUNTY EXECUTIVE

L‘“\‘ ’ i i { ) {; -
APPROVED: Date vl )4, 9%
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BY THE COUNCIL

This Bill (No. 95-32, as amended), having been approved by the
Executive and returned to the Council, becomes law on July 14, 1995.

%}/%_,{/,/ oo ry {.,f,/i{ww
%g%retary

EFFECTIVE DATE: September 13, 1995




